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To the 


READER. 


Is not unknown to the meaneſt Ca- 
pacity ( I preſume) that Presby- 
| tery bas ever been a Faflion of « 


very bot and fiery Conftitntion : 
And fince this later Age bas produc'd ſo _—_ 
/ theſe Hot-ſpurs aud Pulpit- F irebrands , 


imggene 'twere 10 abuſe in me'ts/ 


what our mot refined Intelles hive bere- 
tofore penned : for I do miterly diſewn the 


Piece , 4s theiſſne of my own Brain; and 
bound to confeſs, that it is but s ColleSion of 
what has been penned by the our Modern 
Age; onely buddled into the 4Chara- 
:. "6h not out of any <p, knw eſa 
own, or a vindicative ſpinit., liysto 
world , that what. beretofere:þath been fo 
dtd of mextianedf them C—— 
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Opinion. "Pit = Ts . "if "We may give 


credit to what the Satyrift boldly and truely 
affirms : 


| ads fwd > i i<bata xecens ſervbil 


= odorem 


Teſta diu, Oc. 


-: The Veſſel miſt of nec ys ty reliſh of Fs Li- 
quor that fir$t it contained. ' Wherefore jj on nee 
the Original of this pretended new Li 
Religion was Rebellion, I am altogether mk | 
of any Plea they have to a JureDivino z ſince 
to make GOD the Aithor of fo borrid 4 DR. 
were abſolute Blaſphemy. 

Perbaps, Reader,'thou art of an opinion con- 
frary t fo what is here written ; T confeſs,that far, 
a"time try mind was wandring too , till ſome 
Canſes wade me to-refleSt with wm impartial Eye 
upon ot-preſent Government : Hereupon I took 
view of their Reaſviis and Judgements who'T 
hnew' to belearntt"'* and ;ppoſir they who 

wrote before theſe times were moſt Me to ſpeak, 


; "rb, "a being! unintereſted im onr affairs, from 


them 


| Totht'Readir, 
them I drew my ColleFions : then putting them 
 inorder , and comparing all together"; they fon 
made a conqueſt over ms and my opinion. 

I know the high Talkers, the lighter and cen- 
ſorious part of people, will ſhoot manya bitter 
Arrow to wound my reputation, and charoe me 
with levity and inconſtancy , becauſe I am not 
obſtinate like themſelves, againſt Conſcience, 
right Reaſon, Neceſſity , the cuſtom of all Nati- 
ons, and the peace of our own. But this ſort of 
men, I reckon inter Bruta animantia ; among 
whom to do well,zs to hear ill ; who uſually #] peak, 
amiſs of thoſe things that they do not , or will 
wot, underſtand. 

But prithee reac, and then do what thou liſh. 
I bave onely one word more , and that 3s to our 
Modern Phariſee , the Conſcientious Preten- 
der : If be will not be convinced by clear Teſti 
monies, but raiſe more duſt about our Ears to a- 
maze the people, it muſt be concluded, that all 
this noiſe of Church- Reformation , Conſetence, 
and Covenant, 15 a meer malitious Deſigne to 
drive on a Fattion , and ſet up themſelves in 
the ſeat of Authority. 

Being convinced of the truth of theſe things, 
I conceive my ſelf obliged to ſatisfie others ; and 
there- 


Leade 
i whawe 1 Tom FA beretofore , ] 
my ſelf beneeforth, — 
For King and Parliament. 


eMercurius Pragmaticus. 
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| A Diſcovery o thoſe dangerous: 
Dcſignes of the Engliſh and 
Scotiſh Covenanters-, as they 
have tended to the ruine of our 


> Church and. State, 


T O give =uu an exaQ CharaQerofhim,is im-- 


ez he is as changeable as a Proteus 3 + 

yerif you pleaſe ro have his Genealogic-ab 

wigine, which may be ſaid to reſemble a Welch Pe. - 

ree, take it as ut was lett by one of the beſt Pens - 
this Modern Age. 

Never waatheve ſuch a monſtrous — 


In 


 TheThardfler of arigid Prezbyter. 
ling&domineering Presbyteryzthe Father of it is Re: 
bellion;the Mother Infurre&1on, the Midwitfe Sacti. 
lege, the Nurſe Covetouſneſs, the Milk Schi{m, the 
Coats Armour, the Rattles Drums, a bloody Swerd 
the Coral, Money the Babie it delights to play wih. 
al : it grows up to be a firipling, and'goes to Sclic| 
to a Council of War ; its Leflon is on the Trumpet, 
its Feſcue a Piſtol, irs play-days the days of Bare], 
and hlack4Morfday the day of Judgment : it cots 
of age, and is married-with a Solemn League 8nd Cru 
nant ; it begets Children like it ſelf, whoſe blicfling 
upon them, 1s the power of the Sword ; and whoſe 
Impoſition of Hands, are broken Pates, Thijs Mon. 
{ter cries down the antient Catholickand Apoltolick 
rower which the Biſhops had, and then takes it up 
again, and exerciles it in a higher nature than ever 
Biſhop did ; even to the depolition of Kings, and 
the delivering them up to the Executioner, 

Should we trace this-viperous Brood from their 
firſt riſe andoriginal , we (ball find their Deſignes 
founded/on Rebellion, tothe ruine and deftruction 
of the Prince and Biſhop of Gexeta, under whoſe 
-Dominions the PaCtion firft pullulated, *Twouldbe 
too prolix, and inconſiſtent with a CharaQterto tell 
you how they have dealt likewiſe with our Princes 
here at home, verifying that Maxime, 

NO BISHOP, NO KING. 
Bur take a ſhort Epitomy of their Actions in-wht 
followeth : And 
| Firſt of Geneva, - ' + : 

Caluin with his Gladiators having-expllsd the 

Prince and Biſhop ol Gezevs , erefts & CO_— 
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| | The Chardff'r of a rigid 'Proclytty? 


{olofty and unexpcRed, that the People would have 
nothing todo, either with him or it , and thereupon 


baniſhed him; being inexile, he plots and contrives 
the pacification oj the peoples fury, by inventing his 
aew fangleot Lay-Elders,which made them ſharers 


inthe Government, and endeared the people to him, 


Þ that all parties were agreed, 
As for our Princes at home, 
Do but obſerve the behaviour of Kzox and Buchs: 


px, and the reſt ofthat Gang, to _ Queen of 
C 


$cors, as it is related by King James himſelf, in his 
Diſcourſe at Hampton-Court to the Presbytery, 
Tneſe two pre-mencioned, vis. Knox and Buchanan , 
came to Mary Queen of Scots, telling her, Thar by 
right no Pope nor Potenrate whatſoever had any ſu- 
pcrioriry over her, in her own Dominions, cither in 
caſes Civil or Eccleſiaſtical , bur that ſhe was Su- 
_ in both, and conſtitured by GOD, as the on- 
y nurſing Mother of his Church within her own 
Kingdom; and therefore conjured her to have a care 
ofthe Evangel of Chriſt, as ſhe would anſwer it 
at the dreadful: Day of Judgement: She firſt 
gives them her Ear,and at laſt her Authority ; they 
make uſe of it in the firſt place to the pulling down 
of Biſhops , and exalted themſelves in their places ; 
and when the Queen expe&ed an abſolute Suprema- 
&, behold, ali chat this Rabble would allow her , 
was not ſo much as to have one private Chappel for 
her ſelf, nor one Prieſt to ſerve GOD according to 
her own Conſcience. She finding her hopes frultra- 
ted,and her (elt ſo much deluded, cnJdeavours to recal 
ker Authority; ſhe takes up Armes,they oppoſe her, 


combat her, bear her our of her Kingdom z ſhe flees 
B 2 1N- 
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43 The Chadfterof arigid Preciyter: 

into Englend.for refuge ; they follow her with inves 
Qivesz thruſt .jealouſie into the Queen of Englands 
Boſome. concerning her.z whereupon ſhe was -Confi« 
ned, and aiter a long and tedious impriſonment,put 
todeath, Thus King James having put a period to 
his. Diſcourſe direQed to.Dr Reynolds, Knewſtubs, and 
the reſt, turns to the Biſhops, and cloſes his Oration 
with this Animadverſion : wherefore, my Lords, 1 thank 
you for-my Supremacte.: for if it were at theſe mens diſpoſals, 
1 amvery ſenſible what would become of it. 

If you deſire to be ſatisfi'd concerning their deal- 
ings with King Jemes, her Son, Father to:the Martyr 
CH ARLESthe Firſt ,.of bleſſed memory, you may 
find it in his Baſi/icon Doron': Crebre adterſus me in 
Tribunitits Conſcrontbus Calumne ſpargebantur, non quod 
ordinem aligued deſignaſſemſed quis Rex eram, quod oms 

wi crimine pejus babebatur. Are theſe men fir to make 
good Subjedts > iDid they not convene him,and cate- 
chize him like a School-boy 2 Did he nor-proteſt un- 
to his ſon Henry,that he hated their proud & haugh- 
ty carriage, ever ſince he-was ten years of age > Did 
he nor ſay, that Monarchy and Presbytery greed 
like GOD and the Devil-z And havewe not found it 
fo, it we conſider the carriage of our new-fangled: 
Presbyrerians in England,to CHARLES the Firſt,his 
Son-? Bur alas! I am miſtaken, they faſted and 
pray'd, preached and wrir againſt ir, praying for 
diverſion of all ſfuch-black intentions : and yer the 
Presbyterian took the Scepter out of his hand, in ta- 
king away the Militia, of which it was an Emblem; 
caſt down his Throne, by depriving him of his Ne- 
gative Voicez took his Crown, the tountain of Ho- 
nour , off his head , by denying thoſe Honour 7 
wROM 
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The Charater of a rigid Preihyter. 
whom he had worthily conferred ir, without then 
wok away his Supremacy,fignifi'd by the ſacred Un- 
ion, wherewith he was anointed , in denying him 

+ the Liberry of his Conſcience, in the point of Epiſ- 

| ieand Church-government : nor would they 

| | gear a minute with their _ » till rhey had made 
| | himacknowledge himtfelf guiley ( as they ſay Avry 

+ | theblood that had been (pile throughout his i 

, | 8ions: and notwithſtanding all che Conceſſions on 

his parc, that could poſſibly be granted , even to the 
very grating of his Princely Conſcience g when he 

* | bidthem ask fleſh from his bones, and he would not 

| If deny ir, ific mighr in any meaſure redound go the be- 

; | ncficothis people , praying that he might keep his 

| | Conſcience whole , ( the Queen Regent of all good 

, | mens actions, and he hoped there were none would 

+ | forcethis Queen before him in his houſe, as Abaſurrus 
ſaid to Haman ) yer notwithſtanding all this, was it 
voted unſatisfatory ſo long, till the Independent 
Army came from Edinborough, ſurprized and murder- 
edhim, He thatſaid , The Presbyterian held him 
down by che Hair, while the Independents cut off his 
Head, ſaid true enough, They murdered him as a 
King, before ever tizey murdered him as a Man: And 
when time ſerves, the Philoſopher's Maxime will 
pa(s for good and current Logique art Court, Qus vuls 
media ad finem, Vult etiam & ipſum finem; He that wills 
the means conducing to the end, wills alſo the cnd it 
ſelf: Ergo (will the Royaliſts (ay) ſince the Presby- 

terian pur ſuch courſes in practiſe , as tended to the 

King's ruine, they certainly intended it, and are 8s 

deeply guilty as others,” Nay , may not the Inde- 

pendentſay, You took off his Authoricy, and we __ 
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The Charaffer of arigitPrethiter: 

{ his head ; you made him no King, and we made 
trim no Boly ; you made him a Man of Blood, ang 
we treated him accordingly.. Therefore ar your 
doors, O ye Presbyterian. Hypocrites, his innocent 
Blood is lay'd : nor is it any'other than your Actiong 
have been all _ thoſe commirted by-your An» 
celtors to former Princes and Kings, But ſure there 
is ſome Excule remaining; they _ tor Religion, 
L wonder when:the Church did change her Wea 
pons; Muſt Prayers and Tears be turn'd into Pike 
and Muſquer ?. D:d GOD retuſe to have his Temple 
built by David, a Man after his own Heart , becauſe 
onely his hands were blo@dy2: And will he now con- 
deſcend to have hisChurch repair'd,and her Breach» 

es made up with Skulls and Carcaſſes >- Muſt Blood 
be tempered with the Mortar that mult bind the 

Srones of his Temple in Unity?- Or are the ſmirin 

of Breehrens ſtrokes fir to poliſh her Stones withal?- 

Hath GOD refuſed the ſoft voice,to remain in thun- 

der ? Or. hath his Spirit left the gentle poſture of de- 

ſcending down upon his Apoſiles,tothe approaching 
ofa mighty and ruſhing winde > Togo about the 
reforming of a Church by humane ſtrength, .is quite 
as oppoſite to the nature of Reformation , .as is the 
going about the repairing of a Caſtle-Wall with 4 
Needle and Thred, He that looks to find ſuch in- 


eltimable goodneſFe within Iron-ſides , may as well 


expcct-to find a Pearl in a Lobſter, . No, no, the 
Church muſt not be defended with Helmets, the'R6 
ſiſters of blows z but with Miters,which have rece 
ved the cleft already;not by broken Patcs; bur by cl& 


ven Tonguesz -notby men clad in Buff, bur by Prieſts 


| Cloathed with Rightcouſnefle, Deciſions in marters 


ere he Naa a———_ _ 
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The CharaFler of « rigid Presbyter. 


of Faich , muſt not be derermined by Armour of 

z. nor did the Sword of the Spirit ever make 
way to theConſcience by cutting through che Fleſh, 
He therefore who cakes up Arms againſt his Sove- 
raign with pretences of defending his Religion, doth 
bur take ſuch courſes as are condemned by the lame 
Religion he would defend : and indeed, he doth-bur 
make Religion his ftalking-Horſe, to blind him, 
whil& he aims at char which he would have leaſt ſu- 
ſpethim; which when he hath cfc&ed, he means 
wget up upon the Horſe, and ride him at his plea- 
ſure; they pretend the good of the Church, andin- 
tend nothing more but the Goods thereof ;z and like 
diſembling Lapwings, make a ſhew of being nearet 
the Neſt,when they are fartheſt off ir. 

But they fought tor Liberty: Theſcare pre fraudesy 
& Religzoſi dolt ; pious Frauds , religious Deceits: 
for pray what Libertics did they fight tor > It for Li» 
derty of Conſcience, What do you mean thereby ? 
Ifby Liberty of Conſcience, you mean, That it ſhall 
delawful for every one to make a free choice of his 
own Religion,or to be of his own Opinion, theſe are 
things which we ought not to have,much leſs ro fight 

rthen let us not blame every Painimythat bakes 
his cake tothe queen of heavenr,or every ignorantVo- 


4 Fury, who creeps to his own Image,or makes hisown 


Idol:for inthis kind of liberty we'do but ſacrifice un- 
ſothe nerwhercin we fee our felves caught, and burn 
weenſe'to the drag thathatesus ro deftruRtion, Chr 
ſians are not to be ar ſuch' Liberty : looſe Chriſti 
warcbutloſt men: rrue Chriſtians will be conten- 


"wy ed10 be bound up in the'Uniry of the ſame Spirit, 


ud-wittyrhe bond of Peace : if the bond be My 
F the 


i T be Charather of « rigid Presbyter.. 

the Sheaf of Corn is but fo many looſe Bars, andnv- | - 
way: fit to be carried into the Lords Barn :-if we be |} / 
Sons and Daughters,.let us belong all ro one Houſe, 
if-we be Servants, ler us be all of one Family z it wo 
be lively Stones, ler us be all ofone Building ; it we |} 


be ſeveral Grapes, yer let us be all of one Clulter ; if 
we be ſcycral Cluſters., let us be all-of one Vine; if 
we be Saints, ler us have a Communion : for thisis I} - 
it which is called the. Communion of Saints ; thisis 
it which is called Religion , which is derived 4 Rk: M 
do, which ſignifies, to bind, Wherefore for the 
\ nor to think himſelf bound to thoſe Article JN. 
the Church propoſes ,.is ro be of no Religion ;- and 
to fight. for.chis, 1s to fight for nothing... 
Perhaps che Presbyter-may likewiſe maintain, 
that he fought for Liberry.jrom Oppreſſion : Thatis 
" but. a weak Excuſe, and carries little of Reaſona 
Sencein it:- for there. is not any Man or Woman, d 
what Quality.or Condition ſoever he be, that under: 
ftands what belongs to any ſuch thing z-unleſs itbe 
ſome few. that have liberty co.do what they wil 
mo all og WE + 4 
ur whatif chey.took up Arms forthe 
the Subjea> Alas ! Leone the SubjeQts tad then 
{o altered the property.of their Goods,thar had they 
bur che old properties reſtor'd, they would not thi 
it good fighting for a new z. their expeRations being 
ſo much deceiv.d,that inſtead of fighting for the pro 
rey.of the. SubjeR.,, they rather found themſelves 
fab to have all things in common, . 
for the Laws ofthe Land ; Whoſe Laws wen 
ehcy.2> Were they.not the King's >-And was it pro- 
hablethar he would not maingain the Foundationolf 
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"TW-Chare8lafs gh Procter. ©: 

Houſe from fGinkine> Wonld he not maieain his 
Tegos under him > Were racy nor ſupporters of that 
*Body Politick whereof he was Head > Nay, docs he 
"por maifirain himſelf, when he maintains r© ear > for 
Abc King andhis Exvvs may, without abſurdity; be 
cmparcd co GOD and his Word, both inſeparable: 
For GOD is the Word, and the Word is GOD; 
the King is che Law, as tne Life thereot 3 and the 
*L:w'is the King, as h-Body of chat Soul, Where- 
fore ehere'necded nor any fighting againſt the King 
Upon this account, except it were by thoſe who were 
-umbicious to bc Kings themſelves, 
= As for Priviledges of Parliament, which poſſibly 
-may cotne into the number of their pre- 


Fences : 1 have read of Fack Cade, in the Speeds 


Reign of Richard the Seconds who com- = Chromele. 


up as tar as Loxdon-Stone, and reit- 

Þghimfclt chereon, vowed, Thar within three days, 
there ſhould be no orthier Law but what did proceed 
otof his own Mouth, Now ifirt ſtand with the 
Privledges ot Parliament, to have a few Fack Cade, 
Eiying vn her Loydon-fones,torcll them what they 
Tuſt 40, and they will have y if it ſtands with che 
Priviledges of rhe Presbyterian Parliament,to have 
© Turu!ts ro drive away their King, Armies to awe 
them(clvcs,Countries to ſend vp their Inhabitants m 
EB Multurudes, wiri: Poritions in ticcur Hats, Cudgels in 
«| their Hands, and Thrcacnings in their Mouths, thei 
they have fouzhr tO :OMTC purpoſe, 

8 Bur a*m't che Puricaro-Pa lament foughe for all 
theſe particulars, ſo did tix King 10; (> that the 
Fn might ſafely exp-{tulate with his Parhament, 

$$r, 2aul did witin Lic ret} of the Apoltles : Are ye 

a C Fig .tcrs 


mg > "Ev 0 _— 
e295 Ihe Charathirafſargid Prodyer. 
| Fighters for the Proteſt 31 RCliyguan ? to am I; Ar 
you for the Libertics of the Subj<RiZ-19 am 1: Are 
ou for the Lawes of the Land 2 ſo am I: Are: you 
Gece Priviledges of che Parliament > ſo am It: 4a 
in all thiſe thrags, 1 baye labuured more abundanth tha 
- vow all, 7 
Where lics the Quarrel then z.It wuſt of neceſſy i 
conſilt in nothing but this, Thartghey did not beligze | 
one agother : and in that they bot fought tor 
and the (ame Thing, the mcans of Reconciliati ; 
taken away :for, had they differ'd in their Gro | 
the Law might have wer” os berween them;Reg. If * 
fon might be Judge, the World mighrbe Judge; bu 
Rebus fic ftantibus, inſtead of having reaſonto fight, 4 
they did bur fight againſt Reaſon ;, both contendel IF? 
| for the {ame Power , like the ewo VWomen that «ay 
tended for the ſame Child;Solomon judged che Chil 
tobelong to her who would rather parc with ita 
than have the Child divided : Now the Parliamen 
would bave this powertul Child divided, halt tathe 
King, and halt rothemtelves ;. the King rather w 
cantented toloſe all, In whom there is moſt affe$ 
on and-pity., in him is the Right. of rrue Parc 
\ ; 
py »- becauſe there were no Solomars-in that Age,we 
willgo the down right way to work, | 
The Presbyter fought in defence of the Kings Pet 
fon, Crown and Dignity ; can you believe him?TIn 
ſure you may believe and be confident: the King dit 
They. took up Arms to unite him to his Parliamer 
and make him a moſt glorious Monarch, by.revilig 
His ſacred Pcr{on,and beſpatrering him with m ale- 
wlent Tongues ; did they notchen fight upon fall 
| Grounds? 
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The CharaFer of a rigid Predhyt®, . oo 
Grounds > Did they nor give themſelves thelye's and 
ſhall chey be believed t1!l > Bur inſtead of being in« 
ſrufed by Solomors divided Childzthey livided their 
Solomon, Bur it chey had remembred what ill luck 
the Nation ever had by impriſoning their Kings on. 

they would have deſifted ſpecdily from their hel. 
Enterprize : for when they had impriſoned the 

gld Lyonand the young , within their Grates , the 
bird Henry and his Son, did they not make the whole 
= ſhake > Had nor the whole Kingdom a ſhrewd 
Ague-fir at that very time > Did tacy not ( like fire 
wo cloſe beſicg'd with Clouds) ſally our in Thunder 
ad Lighting, to the tercour anddeſtruftion of all 
thoſe chat ſtood in the way > What ſurceſs had the 
moriſonment of Edward the Second 2 Upca his Im= 
iſonment followed his Depoſition,and the murder 
this Perſon was the conſequent of the Depoſemene 
[ his Dignity, Bur what became of thoſe char were 
he occaſion of it, and did it > Is there one remain- 
of the Name of Mortimer > Was not that Mortte 
who was the cauſe of his Impriſonment, beheade 

"© &> Were nor all thoſe who had a hand in it con- 
F ly puniſhed > Nay, was not the immediate Heir 
. © dfthis r00 much Conniver at his Fathers Sufferings, 
Fad too ready Accepter of his Fathers Office, Impri« 

| (ved, depoted and murdered > And pray farisfy me 
this | kewiſc, What ſucceſs had che impriſonment 

{ Abad the Second > Itcoltrhe Kingdom whole 
Wo miſcrics, $0 of her Nobility,and 100000 of 
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| Commons, & the diſpoſing of all her Royal Ro- 

*16 im their Buds, before they. were halt blown, until 

| © was but one of a colour lefr in che Royal Gar= 

1 @n Of Greut Britaty ; JJ rhey being married, made 
2 


3s. The ChoaBlerof a rigid Proviyiir 
a compoſure of Red and W hire, 4s bluſhing at the: 


former Milchicfs, - ; 


- The Presbyter is a Zealous Dragooner , the Holy, | 


Man oft War, that is ever bcating up his Drums a- 
ainſt -»" ta and Nobility : ſearch throvgh the 
ſew Teſtament, and you may learn the Genealogy 

of our Saviour, by the Names in their Regiments; 

nor need'the Muſter-Maſter uſe any other Liſt than 
the firſt Chapter of St, Mathews which makes me 
admire how they could ever objeR torhe King , the 
bringing.in of Forraigners , when they. chemſclves 
maintain'd ſuch an Army of Hebrews,. He 1s one. 
that rifles Colledges,to promote Learmingzand pull 
down Churches,tor Edification, He had once al- 
moſt-puc out one of the Kingdoms Eyes, by clouds 
ing one of the Univerſities z and itchar. Scotch miſt. 


had farther prevail'd , had cxtinguiſh'd the other. 


*T'was never a good world, fince.the name of Church, 
was turn'd into Kirk,and afterwards dwindled intoa 
Conventickle ; *twwas a ſad time ever fince a feeble 
By my truly did walk the Streets as familiarly. among, 
us, as Myn Heer in Holland, But now we have-his (a- 
cred Majeſty reſtored to hisright Tatle, we-are con» 
$dent of a beter World , Yqht nolt Sm:Hymnuus , in 
ſpire of rhe Presbyters Teeth. 

Heis one that hath as lixtle mind to do the Kings 
dom. good, as the Church hath co lap. holy. Water, 
He is a Pulpit Bowutefea, that uſes to give-the Congre- 
gation a Scottiſh Jigg ,- and fo rune his Noſe with 


Hymns and Songs for the deſtruction ot che Nobility 


ot our Engliſh Nation ; .a Butcher that exercis'd.hyy 
FunQion,Cum Privilegio,in former times, endeavout« 
ang to bring Loyalty rothe Shambles : one thar 16+ 

vet 
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The ChoaBt.rof a rigid Prechter?—=— wg) 
yer was quiet, till che Creatures of the Prerogative 
were all curn'd into the Pound together; till the - 
Peers were pickled up with their King, to ſatisfie his 
gmbicions on his Prince,and to feed on theCarcaſles 
okche Pcople, He is one that thinks it-is his Privi- 
edge, and would quote Scripture for't,, To bind the 
Kings 4nd Nobles of the Earth in Chains: and yet to dreſs 
out all for his more devour palate,the name of GOD- 
gult be placed in the front of his ſucceſs, as if he 
were the on'y Darling of the Almighty , or rather , 
gsifhe were Preſident in all the Proceedings and 
Conſultations of the Presbyrerian Iſrael, His God 
his Mony., and therefore will rather make Mcony 
of GOD and the Church,ruen fail of an Inheritance, 
He did endeavour ſome few years paſt,to convert our 
Times inco..the Primitive ;. and made great 
CHARLES wear Fig-leave Breeches , like A- 
| aft {tripping him of his Royal Rybcs and Re- 
ues. 

Mo tor the Scottiſh Presbyrer, -I am ſorry I muſt 
waſte Paper upon him : Bur being he hath ever en» 
deavoured tooth and nail, according to his urmoſt a» 
bility, ro make.himſclt conſiderable by being erou- 
bleſome, it will nor be ami(s toſound the depth of 
their conitant Delignes: which that I may the [n——_ 
do,give me leave to trace them in their Encroach- 
Ments, from tlie farſt ro the laſt , upon our Engliſh ' 
Nation. 

When they firſt found themſelves powerful in 
their own Country they became moſt zealous inal- 
ferting thePresbyccrian Diſcipline againſt the Epil- 
copal z by which means they gainea4the-Amity,and 
Friendſhip ofall che ropded Religious Party an 
| Os England t 


—_— —— 


Ts TheChodfter of arigilPrechyter. 
Ezgland:for they ſtood ſeemingly for no finiſter endg 
bur meerly home purity of Relivion, and Libew 
Conſcience , againſt Epiſcopal power and Innoyari. 
ons, as they termed the moſt antient Dudrine of the 
Church as alſo, tor the Laws and Liberties of the 
Nation, invaded by the Prerogative: for the redreſy 
of which Abuſes, a Parliament was call'd ; who not 
obtaining ſuch a-relief of forged Grievances, as they 
.cxpeded; pretended a conſtraint of raking up Arms 
in defence of their Liberties ; and che Engliſh Zea« 
lors t.2d recourſe to the Scots for rheir aſſiſtance,who 
immediatcly condeſcended thereunto, and thought it 
bur Reaſon and Equity to joyn with chem , without 
diſpute or (cruple, ( pretty render-conſcienc'd Babes 
they were, in. the interim! that's clear : ) Bur ie 


confidering now was the rime (if ever) to make thei 
Markets, and their own Intereſt as much Engliſh 
might be, came not off ſo roundly as they cp 
wherefore they fell to battering, like Huckſters, 
no bargain could þce-made, forſooth, without a Coves 
nant: They would nor joyn, except they might be (in 
&manner)all one with us ; And rhis Union muſtbe 
ſeal'd with that So/emr. League and Covenant : What 
their meaning was therein, you ſhall underſtand by 
and by, by taking a view of cheir Actions, which are 
the moſt fure Interpreters, Yet even at that time, font 
men had their eyes tn ther heads, and many Objeftions went 
made at divers Expreſsions tn the Covenant, and many De* 
fires for Explanateons of ſome Articles more fully, But 
the Scots ftanding ſtrff upon their own Terms, and nd 
. ConjunQtion like to be obtain'd withour the Cove- 
'nant, and the Engliſh Presbyterians nececeſfties re 
quiring no delay, ( as they imagin'd ) were glad ; 
ta 
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The Char«Hter of a ripid Presbyter. ry 
= as it was offer'd, witi.our farther queſtion, or 
FT, 
- Ie was no ſooner taken here at London, but imme- 
diely every. one began to make his advantages , 
{through the multitude and ambiguity of Expreſſi- 
ons ) and by. it to promote his ſeveral Intereſt 3 as if 
had been made to engage unto a particular Panty, 
yot eo unite two Nations in a common Intercft,Bur @- 
Jove all the Scots, having had the honor of this inven- 
yon, conceived themſc!ves much injur'd by any that. 
geny'd chem the Prerogarive of making an Interpre- 
ton; and in marter of Religion , urged their own 
Piccipline as the only Pattern to reform the Church 
by s; and-tiicir Plea had been far better , could they: 
have proved it to be { According to the word of G O D] 
which Clauſe was mot tuckily inſcreed, Norwirh- 
Sanding all the Reafons to the contrary, t' e Scoriſh: 
le was till prefled +: the Scor was willing t0- 
Ade ;-and having as herhought ) the Engliſh taft 
bridled with, a- Covenant, he began to ſwitch and 
Hur : the Throne ot the Kirk was ti:c ſtalking-horfe 
catch Geeſc ; and it chart: could have been fetrled , 
theri- there had been no denying rhem whatſoever 
they could ask ;: chey. would have ſcared themſclves 
in this fat foil, and ſurely rooz: there would 
deno removing them our of our Councils, whereof 
they bad rhen been Members and Partakers,For t.ad 
the Kirk-Ihecrelt been once conficmed among us,then 
by verrue of thar Authority which they uſe , ro con« 
tole t:c Civil Powerzrhe Parliament muſt have been 
ſubſcrvient ro all their Ends and Purpoſcs, and fince 
tc Englich Puritans ( bad been as they ſay ) con» 
$rain'd (to make their party (irong , and __ 
oe OI»- 


I 


46 * "The Charafter of arigil Preibyter; 
.Correſpondencics tor thcir own preſervation Y'tg 
ratifie their Scotiſh Founders in all their Nefiresy 
Þ chat the Scors might eaſily have tranfſlatedthe 
Covenanr-Union,to as good as an ab{olute Nati» 
nal-Union, by gaining a Joynt Tcereſt with us,jiþ 
our Affairs for. cver z and conſequently , inallthe 
Profits, great Offices, Councels and Concernmeng 
ofthis Nation, | | 

Now whether this were their D.ſignor rot; in the 

. Covcnant, ab or1gine, 1 (hall not now determine ; bix 
ler-ic be za.lged by their infolent behaviour here && 
mong us, aitcr they were admitied to our Councils 
And tiitreftore in the next place, I ſhall cxamigg 
their Proceedings , which molt evidently repreſent 
them in their intentions ,— [t {uficed rhemnortak 
tcr they were come in, that tiicy tiad an equal Pow'k 
wich the FaQtions inthe Committee at Derby. Hoſe, 
which was allowed them.; bur driving a powerhdl 
Party in both Houſes, they took upon c1cm ro-meds 
dle with marcrs rclating to the tucure-peace and ſet: 
tlcment of the Nation, much. pretended, but not at 
all interd-d z and that dinſtin& from their own toog 
and to provide for an equa! Laccreſt with the Pros 
bycery of England, 

Tie firſt moſt notorious Evidence of this (though 
there had buen many before ) was diſcovered at the 
Uxbhridge-Treaty,where the Propoſitions of both Hows 
ſes being preſented to his Majeſty of bicſſed memo» 
ry, irwas found tne Scots had {o tar provided fot 
themſelves by cheirParty in the Houl. s, T at intime 
to come, the ordering of the Engliſh Militia, the 

power ot making War and Pcacczand all orhur Pres 
rogatives of Gav.£rument,were to be admuvilired by 
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4ptoportionable number of Scots, as well as Eng- 
: Athing ſo ridiculous, and an Encroachment (0 
Ipable,that his Majeſty, in one of his Anſwers,took 
nouce of it,and ſaid, He was not ſo much 4 Enemy to the 
weliſh Nation, 45 to ſign thoſe propoſitions : or ſomes 
we (I'm confident ) to that purpole. | 
"A ſecond Evidence or diſcoyery of their Encroach- 
ments, was made upon the delivering in divers pa- 
, to the Parliament, at ſeveral times, wherein 
diſputed their claim, and ventured their Logick 
the Letter of the Covenant, to prove an Inte- 
x in diſpoſal of matters meetly relating to our wel- 
fate(as was thought ; ) which they re-1nforced afters 
mards with new recruts of Arguments, when the King 
it. © amc into their Army. 
But not knowing how to maintain their Argue» 
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h ments, they were contented for that time to quit 
ad | mn, andthe King too, upon ſnch Terms asare noto- 
& I fousto all the World; who being at length reduced 
& © under the Power of the Parliamentand Army, Pro« 
a © poſitions were (cnt ro him at Hampron-Court, where- 
); $00 ſuch proviſion being made for the Scottiſh In- 
& (feſt, as was inthoſe at Uxbridge, their Commiſſion- 


ets here proteſted againſt rhem, accuſed the Parlia- 
ment of Breach of Covenant, and complained high- 
y in one of their Declcrations, that they ſhould be (0 
tepleed. 

This may (erveas a third Evidence of their Cove- 
nant-Deſign of Encroachment: Whereto may be 
added one more : Whea the King, Father of our 
moſt gratious Soverain, was at Caribrook- Caſtle, 
whither the Commiſſioners of Parliament were no 


loner arrived with Propoſitions again, burthe 
| D Scots 
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Scots Commiſſioners were at hand, and for th 
fame reaſon, proteſted .furiouſly againſt them, 
which inſolent Demeanors and Expreſſions from 
time: to time, and: cryingup the Covenant forthe 
defence, it is clear enough what their intentions war 
when they urged itunto the Presbytery of this Nai 
on; ard notwithſtanding all the ſpeciouspretency 
of Brotherly loye,their Deſignin it hitherto, hath bee 
only to ſcrew themſelves into-an cqual intereſt with 
this our Nation. 


Having ſmelt out their projet thus far, given 
leave totrace them on tothe cad, as ſuccinly as mz 
be,. 


The Royal Party being ſuppreſt, and ſono farthe 
occaſion to make uſe of the Scottiſh Army, the Parliz 
ment with ſome difficulty made a ſhift to ſend they 
home into their own Country, but being defeated 
of their Aims and Expectations, they could noth 
reſt: having failed of rheir Ends by pretending fo 
Parhament, they reſolved next to try whit they coull 
do upon the Kings Score ;, and (othe Grandees tur 
the Tables,in hope of an after- Game, by cloſing wih 
Duke Hamilton,upon the Royal Account z not doubt 
ing, bur if they gain'd the Day this way, to recom» 
pence their Travels with much more advantage, 
The. Covenant likea Noſe of Wax, apt tobe turnel 
any way, ſerved'this Enterpize every jot as wells 
the former; though the Deſign . were different from 
what it was, the Great ones not caring much whit 
became of the Kirk-Intereſt, ſince they had agreed 
for the ſecurity of their own z which muſt need 
tave been very conſiderable, if they could _ re- 

cemed 
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The (, harates of a rigid Presbyter. 19 
feemed his Majeſty, and reſtored him into the condi- 
tion of an abſolute Monarch, Theretore the Kirk ſec- 
ing themſelves left in the Jurch, thundered our their 
Curſes amain , upon that hypocricical Engagement, 
$6deſtrutive tothe Covenant, 

Butthe Grandces being at a loſs likewiſe , upon 
Duke Hamilton's Deteit,were glad tocry Peccavyto the 
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Within a while after, a new Doorof Hope bei 
d to them, by the Right of Succeſſion whic 
knew belonged to his preſent MAJESTY , they 
wingratiare with him, proclaim him their King + 
md here the Grandees and the Kirk joyning hands a- 
in, become Friends, and offer thcir (crvice for his 
[efwurion upon Termes of the Coyenant, which 
ws pretended to be framed at firſt for the preſerva- 
ton of the Parliament , and the Liberties of the peo- 
ple, againſt Regal power, but is,now thatthe Scots 
aſcrve their Deſign no longer that way , bocome 
tteground of their compliance with his MAJESTY 3; 
4 {ing reſolved this way , fince they have failedin all 
the reſt, to try whether they could accompliſh their 
wh orofanc Projects through the Covenant, by infinua- 
be. ng themſclves into places of Honour, Profit and . 
m, over, that they may domincer in the Poſſeſſions, as 
1or, kei —_— Prieſts would over the Conſcicnces of 
ne! ite Engliſh, 

Thus having made way, in diſcovering what the 
Defign of the Scots hathever been, and is at this in- 
ſant ;- certainly no Man , that is Maſter of a true 
Engliſh Spirit , but will -bhor the Hypocritical Pre. 
ences and - Encroachments of that perfidious Na- 


tion, 
D 3 There- 
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Therefore it being evident that their Deſign in urgy 
ing the Covenant upon the Presbyterian here in Zap, 
land,was only to inſiguate themſelves into ancequal]q, 
tereſt with our own Nation ; I hill in the next plax, 
diſcover the great Inconvenicncies and Hazards tha 
our Nation muſt of neceſſity have undergone, incaſei 
ſhould happen as they cver endeayour'd, tobe knitty. 
octherin a National Union. 

A Niational Union hath been often whiſpered x. 
mong them heretofore 5 and there's no doubt by 
they would bid high for it, Ifeverthey have occaſion 
and then it muſt nceds have beena very fine world 


when we had been confounded with a miſcellanyg 
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Scotiſh and _—_ when Scots ſhould have be Mk 


competitors wit 
with usinour poſſeſſions , Honours and Dignities, 
and they would cither have impos'd new Lays y 

us, or alter'd the old, according as they judg'd, ithy 


us in point of priviledge, vie wealth Wi 


their adyantage ; for a Scotch-Covenanters ſtoma ſue 


will allow no diſtiation betwixt Presbyter and Ind 


pendent, but can digeſt the Eſtate of an Engliſh Co.WHh 
ycnanter,without ſo much as a ſcruple of regret or con-MÞ 


paſſion, 
But itis a very great wounder , ſince the ſtage-ply 


of the Covenant, and the Actors are brought on thy 


fide the Curtain, and we know what they are,throug 
all their Diſguiſes , and what they aimat, that yr 
many of our Engliſh Nation ſhould be ſo ſtupid | 


to be lcd away with their cheats and pretences forif 


Reformation ſince it is evident that their chief La 


ders and Sticklers gape onely after Profit aud Prefer 
mcar, and( according to the cuſtome of all Forraigs 
ers in Arms ) will make no diſtintion betwee 

Frien 
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ſatisfe their covyetous and 


ftiend and Foe,(o they may 
mmbicious ends. 
And for a concluſion .to the whole,as to their aRi- 
ons, that theſe particulars may appear more folid 
tha fihen meer infinuation, give meleaveto confirm what 
whave ſaid concerning them , by ſome Authentick 
16. Examples; it being an ordinary 
akinthe World, That* Com- * Abi exercitibus 
' Bnon-recalths & Kingdomes have = __ 
ken often oppreſs'd by thoſe For- tur. Pecucer. 
gners, that came , or were in , Airime wt ſoler, 


On -1i, #0 _— 
wy rited in, as Friends, to give their RR 
yd ſtance z and ſo would they 

ca Fre done undoubtedly, had their power been ſuitable 
es; Here before I proceed, let mecall to mind a ſtory 


of the Hedgehog in the Fable, who being almoſt 
tad with cold, chances to light upon a Foxcs- Ken- 
(d;. where, asking forenertainment, the Fox morg 


nds mpaſſionate then wiſe, grants his Requeſt - but the 
Cotiedgehog, as ſoon as he recovered warmth, began to 
on-ſMÞrſtle and prick the Fox ; who complaining of his un- 

worthy carriage, the Hedghog madeanſwer, That if 
play Wir found him: troubleſome,he might leave him, andſeek a 
thy ſew lodging. 1 ſhall leave the Applicationtothoſe thar 


uld entertain the Scots as Friends, to conſider whe- 

er they ſhould find more courteſie from them,if they 

Wd power here, then the Fox did from the Hedghog, 
wthen orher Nations have had from the friendly pre» 

Leſences of forraign Auxiliaties, 

efer-} . Concerning this,there are (ceyeral Prefidents. 

The Macedonians being invited by the The- 7, ,, 

w,to aſſiſt them againlt the Phocians, made 


X Cha. pf « rignd Presbyter, 
-a ſhift not only to ſeatthemſelves amongſt the 77 | 
pur underthe conduR of King Philip, made way tot ſ* 
"Conqueſt of all Greece. L 
0 Se the Per/ians,coming as Friends toi 
— one part in a Civil Diviſion in Caria, { 

: preſs'd both, and depriy'd chat Comm 
wealth of uts liberty. 

Andthe Carthaginians in the firſt Punick-War, 1 
ceived more prejudice from the Celre, their Conke 
rates and breathreninCoyenant,then from the Roy 
their Enemies. 

The Gothsand Yandals, being invitedy 
Pcxel.par.4. the Emperor Theodeſius tor his affiſtan 
P3$-6-13 deprived him of 7taly. and Spain. Al 
wards,the Longbeards,or Lombards, being callediny 
Narſes,againſt the Goths, (cated themſelves for aboy 
200 years in that part of 7taly, which from them,welf© 
called Lombardy. 
A quarrel happening betweenthe tiff 
_—_— Saracen Snltans of Perſiaand Babylon, elf 
Chyrzzus in Perſian called in the Turks, under tiff 
Axcc.cap.g9. conduct oftheir Captain Tangroliptx, 0 
of Scythia, who feated themielves fiiſt u 
a part of his Dominions. 

In the time ofthe Emperour Frederick the Third 
the Princes of 7:aly being in contention, the Pope al" 
lcd in the Spaniard, and leveral other Princes, to conf 

| poſe the Quarrel ; which being done , 1 
ſnChron. new one aroſe betwixt the Auxiliary Pn 
PAS ces, for the Lordſhip of 7taly ; bur th(f* 

Spaniard drave away the reſt , and maf* 
bold to keep poſſeſſion himſelf. 

Thys likewiſe the Spaniards being invited into Siri 
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ſpies, to free them from the French, did indeed 
py ppel the French, but poſſeſſed both Kingdoms them- 
lyes 


a} 0n the other ſide, a controverſic ariſing betwixt 
5, las, and Fobn Sfor7a, forthe Dutchy of Millain ; 
%þs called in the Spaniards to his party, and Lewss 
be French ,, but the French driving Fohnandthe Spa- 
away, made themſelves at that time Maſters of 
Dukedom, and carricd their Friend Lewis priſoncr 
0 France. 

Thus, in old time, our Anceſtors, the 
xons,being called in by Yortigern, the Sam; Daniel, 

niſh King,to aſſiſt him againſt the In- 
gons of the Pidts and Scots, turn'd their Arms 
zinſt the Brittaiys, and driving them into Wales, 
nſmitted the poſſeſſion of this Ifland, to us their po- 


$0 the Scors likewiſe (as Bodrn affirms) | 
ing called in to the affiſtance of the jj?" c—_ 
ts againſt the Britains , polleſt them- 

+ tres of the beſt part of that Kingdome, which they 
Id at this day. 


, 'W 
'1 : 


wh fd now [. would fain know of the Admirers of the: 


4:4 Woh Nation, what aſſurance they can have, not- 
« cFibſtanding their ſine flouriſhes of pretended 
-on- dſhip, that they ſhould not ſerveus, as their: 
Wiceſtors did the Ps; or as others did other Na- 

as, whom the oppreſt under as glorious pretences,. 
akthey ſhould get the power into their hand 3 e- 
cially ſince of late time they have made ſo many 
ble Diſcoveries of Encroachment upon the: 
Secing. 


7 tht 
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Secing therctore, that their Coyenant-Caufe 
pears a Caule for Intrenchment upon our Natiny 
Intereſt, raher then for Religion or Monarchy, | 
may reaſonably conclude, Tharir concerns all Pati 
whatſoever ( it not for the miſery that would foll 
it, yct out of a deteſtation of their Deſignes and þ 
deayours ) tO ſhake them off, and utterly relinquif 
them. 


As for the Engliſh Presbytery, whence it was, hy 
been manifeſted already; but for what ends brow 
into Exzland, is not hereto be diſputed : But if w 
ſhould grant the iatentions of its firſt fautorsml; 
pure in the Fountain, (as they would fain maintii 
though we are ſatisf1'd tothe contrary ) yet it appe 
polluted in the ſtreams, by the corruption of thi 
Succcſſors : for, as the Primitive pretences of 
were high and glorious, in its infancy 5 ſobe 
grown up to maturity, it hath( after the manner 
all other things that participate of worldly mixture 
intime contracted (o many Adulterations of worl 
Tutcreſt, that it hath loſt the Beauty which it once 
peared to have, and ſerves every Sophiſter, as a Cle 
ro cover his ambitious Deſignes, 

But fince it is arrived, notwithſtanding, to fuc 
height, in the opinion of many, asto be cryed upk 
the only pattern of Government under the Golpt 
thisis to be imputed to the blinde Zeal of thoſe th 
are miſled, and the Decentfulneſs of the Leade 
rather than the intention of its Author, Mr, Calvi 
as ic appears : for he never ſeem'd to ſtretch his 
dule ſo far, as the Neceſſity and Univerſality 
DIVINE RIGHT; but ſeems onely to | 
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hewn part of _ —— m ” on Rock of the 
$criprures , and piec'd up che reſidue by politique 
Rules , ſuch as 44 conceived might mandy or &.w= 
Text , and ferve moſt conveniently to cement the diſ- 
joynted Members of the then broken and tumultuous 
[6 Commonwealth oi Gezeva, into an intire and well- 
qui_h compacted Body, 

It was no ſooner lick'd into Form there,but(as it is 
the fare of all things new ) irbegan to be much cx- 
wll'4 and admii*.l ;, and the fame thereof ſpreading 
wiſh in Englana, as well as other parts . wrought in many 
fl of our Country-men, an itching deſire to go thither, 

MF and inſtruct chemſelves in che Nature pal Cuſtoms 
tal efthe Government z where, of Spe&ators, they ſoon 
M becameProfelyres; and returning home with new 
theY affections, look'd with an Eye of Diſdain upon the 
Biſhops, as if chemſelves had indeed found our the 
Pattern in che Mount, becauſe (forſooth) the words, 
Presbytery, Elder, Deacon and Aſſembly,8c. ſound more 
Goſpel-like, rhen Dzoceſs, Church-warden, Arch-deacon, 


and High-Commiſsion, &c, With theſe 
Terms the * ordinary ſort of Religious 
Perſons , not able to ſee through the 
Shell of words, into the Kernell or ſub- 


covered. 


their Teeth 3 and farting in - Aſe 


$ticklers of rhe Presbyrerian FaRion begs = 
y cheek by 


- ole 


* Maxima pars 
vulgi capitur 
Ambagibus, 


lance of the buſineſs , were cafily led to a belict of 
high marters z whereas this new form, like the Trojan 
Horſe , broughtan Army of Miſchiefs in the =y 
of ir, which have of late years been ſufficiently dil- 


kl © For immediately after the Epiſcopal Form was a- 
beliſhed here, as corrupt and Aatichriltian, the chict 
an to ſhew 
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4 © 7 af 8 God "reSbytty. 
jole with the Parliament, intermedled wich their Af. 
tairs, laboured to rwiſt their Church-Diſcipline with 
the inrereft of State; claimed in their open P 

Diſcourſes, and their Confeſhon of Faith , a Power 
in themſelves , diſtin& from the Civil, and demang. 
ed the voting of this in both Houſes , as Jure Dui 
that ſo by degrees they might creep , till they had gar 
to ſuch a height , that none ſhould be ſole Lords and 
Maſters, bur they and rteir Confederates, 

Theſe, and many other pranks they play'd,in hope 
to eredt their in:ended Domination : And though 
( being often required ) they were never able to ſhey 
their Pedegree from the Apoltles,or derive the Lineq- 
ments of their Form from che Body of the Scripture; 
yet they preſt it on ſtill , and wanted nor their Pa 
in Parliament, with the afhiſtance of the Scors (who 
Intereſt ir was) to ſecond them, Burall is blaſted, 
and their ſpecious pretences found out to be nothing 
but Hypocriſie and Diffimulatton, 

Yet were there perperually, when they found their 
Cauſe to falter , Presbyrerian Juglings in private, 
Muzmurings abroad , and- Mutinics 1n the Pulpit; 
ſuch well-a&cd Lamenrations for the glory of the 
Kirk departing, and rhe loſs of their Diaz, that eve- 
ry Prayet was a Stratagem , and moſt Sermons 
meer” Plors againſt che Government they lived un- 
_—_ -- 

*Thus the nature of their Deſigne being diſcovered, 
give me leave in the next place ro manifelt the vanity 
of cheir Hopes, that if men will not forbear for 
ſhame of its hypocrifie , rhey may yet, inconliders 
riog of rhe many fad Conſequenes: which may fol 

od Rr oo + it 21K9 


[E3- (O80 5 £3 ne hoe: >. 90. 6a 


_ my, A oo 


Thi'CharaSter of « Rigid Prechjter, 25 
" For though they vfe all poſſible means to draw in 
the Royal Party to their own ,- yet it can never be ef- 
ſed : for the Royaliſts look upon them (ill ( and 
that not without apparent reaſon) as the Authors of 
their miſery ; for they reduc?d our moſt ſacred King 
CHARLES the firſk , Dimizutione Capitws, in the con- 
dition of a Captive; they ſpoii*d him as a King,before 
others cxecured him as a private Man; they de- 

ivd him of his Earchly Crown, and kept him 

viſhing ; whereas a reverend Fa- 

ther of the Church ſays, * Others were 75% the lrith Bi- 
more courteous in ſexding him to an Hea- the Heparapeiae, 


venly, 


As for the inconveniences which the Presbyterian 
Defigne would bring upon the whole Nation , gueſs 
arthem by chelſe following Particulars, 

Beſides the many Miſchicts ir would bring upon 
te Nation in gencral , the Royaliſt can no ways be 
content with it; nor indeed, have they any Reaſon 
fot*: , being abſolutely deſtructive ro Regal Digni- 


It never was embraced yet , by any one Nation, ia 
2 National Form, but by Scotland; this, 
4* One obſerved, was done in the Mi- »* See the Cafe 
nority of King James , when the Scorch of the ..ing- 
Lairds and Clergy doing all as they [4,1647. 
lied , at length parted ſtakes, (though 
the Clergy then got, and ſtill hold the better ) that 
when he came to age , he found the Fable of 7xox's 
Jpno moraliz'd upon himſelf: for , as he embraced a 
Cloud , in ſtead of a Gaddeſs ; fo the King, when he 
thought to graſp his _——_— laid hold on a _—— | 
L. & 7 of 
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25 The Charafter of a Rigid Pretbyter. 
which kept his hands ſo faſt, during his abode there, 
that he could never a& but what they pleas'd to let 
him, according to their own DireQory of Church 
and State, And in proceſs of time, this Heat of 
Presbytery proved ſuch an HeQiqz in the Body poli- 
tick of Scotland, that the ſubſtance of Kingly power 
was utterly conſumed (and nothing left) as we ſee at 
this day, but the bare Bones, the very Skeleton of Mo. 
narchy, | 

Bur is taken procorfeſſo, the Presbytcrian would 
have a King ; yer ſuch a one as ſhould only bear the 
Name, a Scare-Crow ot Royalty : and he does pre. 
tend to maintain the Monarchical Form , yet aQu- 
ally deſtroys the very Fundamentals of Monarchy, 
Now what prejudice will it be to us,if this Diſcipline 
ſhould rake > for beſides, though this mad Presbyte- 
rian Form deſtroys Biſhops, and clips the wings of 
Regality, it will notbe ſo contented, but intrench 
alſo upon the Gentry in their own Lordſhips, by a 
range way of Parochiat Tyranny , and bring all 
People into the condition of meer Gally-flaves,while 
the blinde Prieſts fir at ſtern, and their Hackney- 
 —_— » the Elders, hold an Oar in every 
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| Now were theſe Prieſis {cated here (as they arein 
S:otland) in a ſure Succeſſion ( as it hath 

* See the Caſe been long ſince * obſerved in Print) 2 
Js races.” correſpondency being cheriſhed be- 
vt ſupra. rween a Clergy of the ſame Garband 
Humour, in both Countryes z they || * 

might finely roſs Thunderbolts of Excommuynicatios 
on both ſides, to gratific each other z and fo be able 
eo rerrifie all perſons that durſt be averſe in _ 
| 'p 
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T be CharaSter of a Rigid Frerbyter. 
Nation ; and promote ſuch onely to places of Honor 
2nd Profit , whoſe poorer (| Irie will vaſſalize their 
Genius to ſerve the ends of the Kirk-Domination, 
And this it was that art firſt cauſed ſo much bauling 
tout the Covenant. 

Beſides , one Reaſon more why Presbytery is ſo 
much deſtrucive, is , becauſe of the 
#Popiſh Trick taken up by the Presby- 
terian Prieſts,in drawing all ſecular Af- 
airs within the compals of their ſpiricual JuriſdiQi- 
on, And this they do, by means of that awe wherein 

pretend to hold the Conſciences of Magiſtrate 
People; the one being lyable , as well as the 0- 
ther by Suſpenſions and Excommunications, to be 
aploded ar pleaſure, as ſcandalous finners, This 
appears by that large extent of their Authority, in 
1 wk ot ſcandalous fins, which reaches almoſt to 
>? lr of humane lifez ſo thar all the people, 
beſides their Favourites, (from the Counſcller co the 
) muſt at every Turn ſtoop like Aﬀes , to be 
dden by chem and their Arbitrary Aſſemblies, 
. Now therefore conſidering what che Nature and 
Defigne of the Presbytery is , and what miſchievous 
inconveniences muſt unavoidably follow it; I leave 
ſe ro every reaſonable man , whether he thinks he 
onghe nor diſengage himſelf from that unreaſonable 
and faRious Party, 


© BurImuſt not leave him thus ; I have a V Vordor 
two more far him, like it, or leave it. 

He is one whoſe Loyns are far more fruitful then 
his Brain , and the Ifſue of both, alike ſpurious. He 
b one of the more ſerious Rabbies of the time; a 
? Linſey- 


* 1x ordiue ad 
ſpirnualia. 
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FE Dberofle of Right Ppe/hjen: 
Linfey-wolfey Elder of the people, who weaves his 
home-fpun LeQures with News and Divinity, and 
drefſes all his Poliricks andDifconrfes in a Scripturg 
mode, to make them paſſe the more currant ani 
F is Proſclyees-; and yer will ſet both $cripture al 
Conſcience vpon the wrack to bring abont his own 
nd. He has ever had an ambition to ride a Cock, 
;orſc wpon Jure Divine : bur fore mcn will haye 
norc wit,then to be ridden like Aﬀes, or the foals of 
Afﬀes , by the Babyloniſh Jockzes , notwithſtanding 
their Jus diu;zam, 

He came out of Scotland mounted on a Galloway. 
Nag, to \Veſtminſter at firſt, and the Houſes were 
fain to furniſh him with Provender ; rhereſore it 
would be bur impudence in'him to think to prance 
and caper as he has done heretofore, He can ings 
Hoſannatothe Mother-Kirk, and will offer rocon- 
jure upi Saint Peter and Saint Pant, with all the reſt of 
the Diſciples and Primirtve Saints, 'ro bear witneſs 
to her Chriſtendome, unlcfle it be 77540thy and Titss, 
whom they look upon as Biſhops, and ſo no com- 
perent witneſſes rouching rhe right of Claſſical 
or C parional Elderſhips, He will be ſure tg 
cry down the Divine Right of Epiſcopacy, and ſobs 
the cauſe, that like wild Bcafts without Bridling, 
Men wander and range as they pleaſe, with all Licen- 
tiouſneſs in Do&rine and Manners, and run over all 
the Boundaries of Civil Relations or Propriety, to 
make way for a ' Pious Parity and Communion, 
whereby we may all walk _— In pure Familiari- 
ty, without either refpeR, of Perfons or Sexes, He 
bas a Motley Face; and a Medley Conſcience ; and 
;tis 8 thouſand pities but thar his Picture _— be 
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akeo after the faſhion of thoſe ſquine 7ralias Pieces, 
which preſent a Saint on one fade , and a Monlter on 


the orhec. 
He's a divine Jocky,that drives as furiouſly as Jebs ; 
ad will run our of his ſmall Wies with ſwitch and 
tor preferment. He could willingly creep ingo 
Vice-Chancellour's Scarler, or the Deanery of 
(kift-Chuych 3; and if he does at any time, *cis tranſla» 
id intorhe name of Mafterſhipz ro ſhew that he ne» 
xr incended' Reformation ſhould. reach any farther 
then ro change the prophane. names of B:ſhops and 
Prans, into Elders and Deacons; who may enjoy the 
'- BE ddPoſlefiions under a new Form ,, wirhout ſuch un- 
© IF anificd and ſuperſtitions Titles, which are the one- 
it F y{tumoling-blocks to the converced Gentiles , inthe 
—_— of Sacriledge, 
e's a vile Cobler of Controverſie, a dulla:le- 
- | mde-Reformer, a Tranilator of Antiquity, that hath 
pull:d che Church all to pieces, and knows not how'to 
patch icupagain z that hath ſhaken the wery Funda- 
mentals of Religion, and then endeavours to bu 
[twitch odde topperies of his own 4nvention : fort 
aicient Creed of the Church being quite out of fa- 
ion, he has cut oura Confeſſion of fairh, accordi 
wthe large proportion of his ownV Viſdom; 
jre-drawn the bulineſs above ewenry yards in mea- 
ſure beyond che: Alcoran or Talmud, He is onethat 
| I dives. grear Trade inthe Traflicks of rich Lavings, 
) I bexwixe £092douwand the«Cauntry 4 and {o gers > 
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of the Long Robe, and delights infinitely to bathe 
himſelf in the Golden Streams of Sacriledge. He, 
a bleating Bell-Weather of the General Aſſembly, 
and whercſoever there appears any Loyalty, he ging 
an Alarm to his Lung-pipes immediately ; thenow 
comes the Son of the Kirk in array , with all the 
and Baggage of Uſe and Application , to bring uy 
the Rear oft his Sermon, Nay, rather then fail, Ar. 
tichriſt and Monarchy ſhall both be broughe together 
tO the Stake, and baired by the mad $ of the 
times, to inflame the Multizude, 

Bur though they havadone this over and over, 'ti 
all rono purpoſe : for the Bag-pipes draw little or ao 
Company at all now; and are as little regarded 
Ballad-ſingers, that are alwayes in one Tune, &- 
formation and Chevy-Chaſe are much of the ſame ce- 
dit and ſtanding. And fince the people have ſeen 
Covenant and Concupiſcence. ( the wo Twins df 
our Mother. Kirk) walk hand in hand _— they 
are willing now to parr them, He*s a holy Bellow 
mender of the flea-birten Synod , that knows hoy 
(upon any occaſion ) to blow the coals of the Altar, 
xo make a Sacrifice of Cities and Kingdomes, Be 
confident that he acknowledges no Holy-days , be 
cauſe there is fuperſtition in Eaſter, bur none in Uſv 
Iy 5 and he is not atleaſure rominde the ReſurreQ- 
On, Or ſeek thoſe things that are above , having fomuch 
to diſpatch about Traffick here below ; which bus 
nefs he profecutes with extreme devotion, Burt if 
ſee him upon a Faſt-day, at a Summers Exerciſe, 
when he baits his Text, and himſclt into a Baths, 
you would take him in the Pulpit, for Corxeliw in hb 
Tub; and.if a Cayeher chance to _— 
| : ; Friday; 


The Oharater of a Rigra Presbyter, 7» 
Friday, be confident he's clapr in priſon, to ſhew un- 
tothe world, thar their Eaſter-Devotions are ſuitable 
anto rheir Chriſtmas ; and thar they care as lictle for 
the ſufferings, as the birth of our Saviour, For Zeal 
(orſooth) that ficry Goſhtp will not permit an Uni- 
on with the Cavaliers , by any means, unleſs they 
wilk-yeild ro have their confciences cramp with the 
Covenant, Hes a Divine Puppir thar is trimmd and 
tick'd up with the fine Phant'ſies of the DireRory, 
#nd Confeſſion of the New Cut; as alſo all the 
Whimfics of the Modiſh-Garb of reforming. He's 
#true Boanerges of the Kirk, thar can level his Thun- 
gr: bolrs againſt all-fuch as ſhall preſume to be obe- 
Gent to their Civil Governors, 'Not are the Gover- 
nours in any better condition then the people ; for 
are affronred by every ranting Presbyrter , that 
nycs in the Pulpir,like a Conjurer in his Circle; and 
dares firſt raiſe che Devil with falſe Dorine, and 
then deliver up ro him all che Peers of the Realm by 
in Excommunication : from whence there can be no 
redemprion, but at ſuch a rate, as ſhall coſt them the 
beſt of their Priviledges , and make chem uncruſs up- 
vn the Cloſe-ftool of Antichriſt , better known by 
the name of the Stool of Repentance. He is never 
well but when he is riding both King *, Lords , 
ynd Commons at his pleaſure , and whipping we bis 
them on wich ſharp Cenſures, that like rame Majefh. 
(Miles of the Kirk , they may carry all the Bag and 
egage of che Brethren to the promiſed Land, whi- 
rrhey have ever been journying to fetch that pat- 
| ofthe Mount, which will make us alt weary 
owrtiyes, i weever be ſo mad as roentertain !Y 
they get ir, © Bar if rheſe preſent rimes hold. 
- F wherei!. 
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Je CNaracter of 4 Riga I reabyter. 
wherein Loyalty flouriſhes, and Majeſty (wayes the 
Scepter ; theblew Sir Fobys may rerurn to their ten 

nds per annum , and Sunday-pudding : which is a 
1 thing to think on, and will ſooner break the 
hearts, then the bellies of the fat Calves of Reforma. 
tion. 

In fine, Mr, Johz is all Zeal, no Knowledge all 
Purity, no Humility ; all Simplicity , no honeſty; 
and it you never truſt him, he will never deceive you, 
Now as for the Northern Fraternity,whoſe Brother- 
ly zeal tranſported them heretofore on this ſide Jur- 
aan , to help drive out the Amorite and Hittite , hea- 
ven ſend them the bleſſing of Encreaſe and multiply, at 
home ; ſuffer Presbytery and Bag-pipes to flouriſh 
beyond Berzick , and keep them(tor the future) from 
making a Mouſe-trap of the Covenant tocatch Eng 
liſhmen 3. and ſcnd them good ſtore of charity and 
fucceſs to plant their Diſcipline where more need is, 
—_ their Brethren, the ſons of Axak, in the High- 

nas, 


To conclude, take this ſhort deſcription of ou 
Presbyterian- Jehu , as it was formerly penned by di- 
vers that in other Ages had experience of him, 


A Presbyter is an Eſſence that needs a double de- 
finition :. for he is not whathe appears to be. He's 
a Church-Rebel , or one that would exclude Orde, 
that his brain might rule. In. things but ceremoni- 
al, will ſpurn at the grave authority of the Church; 
and out of needleſs nicety , be a thief ro himſelf of 
thoſe benefirs that God hath beſtowed on him, A 
thung of ſo croſs-graiu'd a temper , that ow hav 
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The CharaGter of a rigid Preebyter. 35 
Church enjoyn clean Shirrs, he'd wear ſuch as were 
lowſic. Shew him a Ring, he runs back like a Bear, 
and hates ſquare=dealing , as being allyed ro Caps : 
A pair of Organs blow him our ot the Pariſh , and 
isthe onely Gliſter-pipe to cool him : A Surplice 
will ſooner cure him of the Chin-cough, then the 
ſight of a Bear, He isa diſcav'd piece of Apocrypha 
bind him to the Bible, and he corrupts the whole 
Text: 1anaorance, and Fat Feed, arehis Founders his 
Nurſe is Razling Rabbres, and Roman Breeches ; his lite 
is but a borrow'd blaſt of wind: tor berween two Re- 
ligions , as between two Doors, he is ever whiltling, 
Truly , whoſe Child he is, is not yer known ; for his 
Faith willingly knows no father, When he makes 


' 8Speech, *c1s ſomewhat ominouſly with his Neck a- 


wry,as it Mahome:'s Pigeon ſhould come and prompr 
him in the Ear, He gluts himſelf with Sacrilege, 
fearing no ſurfeir upon the (weer Morſels of the 
Crown and Cathedrals : He faſts once a moneth,and 
feaſts all che yearafrer, to ſtarve Loyalty quite our of 
the Kingdom : His tender Conſcience can ſtrain at a 
Gnar, and ſwallow a Camel : The flame of his Zeal 
ſhin'd ſo brightly , that it once converted all the Or- 
naments of the Church into Tinder, to furniſh his own 
pnanſie with new Lights, He turns the Church into 
aſtable, and ſtables into Churches, thar-our Saviour 
Might be preach'd where he was born, Reformation is 
kis ſtalking-horſe ; and chough he be no Roman Catho- 
lick, yer he is a Pariſh-Pope 3 one that knows no ſubs 
kRion to Mitre or Scepter : No Jeſuite demands 
more blind and abſolute obedience trom his Vaſlals z 
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26 The Charifler of dRight Provbjittr, 
Lay-Pupil. Nay, they muft nor one!y be obeyed, 
fed and defended, but admired z and that their Lay. 
Profelytes do as f{incerely,as a ſhirtle(s Fellow with g 
Cudgel under his arm,does a Face-wringing Ballad. 
ſinger. *Tisa demure creature full of Oral {anRity, 
and Mental impiety ; a fair Obje& ro the Eye , bur 
ſtark naught to the Underſtanding. He holds it law. 
ful to ſteal, ſo ir be from the wicked Egyptians. He 
hates no Wore , like the Whore of Batylon;- It ti 
meet pey accidens with a Tabitha,zhe can courr her with 
a Hail Siſter to be her Incumbent; and per{wade 
her *tis nothing but Zeal that moves him forward, 
He's a ſnuffling Rabby known by theſe marks , ; 
long-walted conſcience that can our-{tride a Co. 
loſſus, a Gnomon-Noſe, a wrought Cap, a {wagge- 
ring pair of cars, and not aninch of hair. 


Cleave- If you meet ary that do thus attire em, 
land. Stop them ;, they are the Trike of Adoniram, 


He is an unlucky Bird that us'd formcrly to 
croak about V Veitminiter-Abbey ; and if ct:is Daw 
were not often cramm'd , you were ſure to heat 
of it in the next Falt-ſcrmon : then would he beat up 
all his Drums in the Pulpit, and thunder againſt the 
ungodly, He's a pious Thiet that did fo pill the _ 
alift, that he lookt as bare as a Srotch Larrd in ſack 
cloth , fitting 0: the ſtool of Repencance. * He haz 
trimm'd the Cavalicr worſe then the angry Barbers 
of Gr/ays-Innwſeto do a Bayliff of Miadleſex, His 
fiery Zeal keeps him continually coſtive , which wi 
thers him into his own Tranſlation ; and till he cats 
ſchool-man, he's hide-bound : Give him advice, you 
run inco-Tradicions 3 and urge a modeſt courſe , he 

Cf: 
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The Char Mer bf a Rigid Prorbyter. 35 
cries ofit; Councils, ' He dares not be honeſt , for that ' 
loves order ; yet , if hecan be brought to ceremony, 
and made but Maſter of it,he is converted, He's a gil- 
ded Pill compoſed of ewo vertuous Ingredients, Na- 
tel Diſhoneſty , and Artificial Diffimulation, 
Women and Lawyers arc his beſt Diſciples : the one 
(next fruir) longs for forbidden Do&rine z the other, 
twmaintain forbidden Titles : both which he ſows 
among them yet he lives religiouſly according to 
ourward appearance, and will not revel it in a ſhore- 
kfsexceſs, Hecan becter afford you ren Lycs, then 
one Oathz an4J darecommir any fin guilded with a 
pretence of ſanity, He had rather fee Antichriſt, 
then a piAure in a C'Muech-VWindow z and chuſerh 
honer t'> b* ha!f hang'd, then ſee a Leg ar the Name 
of JESYS, or an Auticor ſtand ar rehearſing of rhe 
(red, He uſually makes moving ſermons ; for molt 
ofthe people goour of the Church before he has done, 
His bums and ha's with the help of ſalvation, con- 
fume the beſt part of che hour ; and is of ſo good diſ- 
courſe , that he dare challenge the Almighty to talk 
with him Ex tempore. Beſides, he is {> ſure ct his fal- 
tion, that he will not change pla«.cs im heaven wirk 
the Virgin Mary withour boor, He has nick-named 
althe Prophcts and Apoſtles with his fons , and be- 
fers none but Vercaes for his daughters, He will be 
re co thwrre the Biſhops , though it be accompant- 
&d with an abſur tity : like the //{a-:4eys near adjoyn- 
"unto China, who (alu c by putting off rheir ſhoes, 
decavſe ri.e Ch:nefes dv it by their hats, *Tis fucha 
nature as Pliny nc'cr wroce of ; and the like was not 
whe ſeen m Noahs Ark.” [is a violent Thing made up 
tiurad##i0n - it he faſt on any (er day,/cis cerrainly 

on 
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35 UheCharaterof a Rigid Prevbytee. 
on Sunday ;, bur he will be ſure ro feaſt on Fridg 
His opinion has turned his zeal into madneſs and dj. 
ſfiraction; and out of his blinde - and uncharitable 
pride , cenfures and {corns others as Reprobates, or 
out of obſiinacy fills rhe world with brawlings about 
undcterminable Tenents : and being once elated with 
the pride of his FaCion , doth ſo contemn all others, 
that he does infringe the Laws of humane ſociery, 
Hc*: a ſaint of the new Tranſlation or it you pleaſe 
* a ſainted Salamander, thart-lives in the flames ot Zeal, 
A ſtubble-gooſe, that hath fed high in this Harveſt of 
Reformation : the prime Grandee of the faRious 
flock. An Apocryphal piece of Univerſity-Mum- 
mery : a holy Pick-lock , thay can open mens conſci- 
ences , and =_ the purſe of the City with caſe and 
dexterity, A Gun-powder Politician , that loves to 
make F.re-works for the deſtrueion of the Loyalliſt 
A Divine Squib-crack, The meek man of God, or 
the hypocrite in grain. An Univerſity-Canker- 
worm, A grievous plunderer of the Saints in Chur- 
windows. A right Phariſaica] Jew; one that wil 
, Compaſs ſea and land to make a Proſelyte, A pions 
Pulpit-cuffer. A deadly ſpit-fire. Such a ſtubborn 
lump of ſanRified fleſh, that you may as ſoon pet- 
ſwade the Scor to forſake his craft , the Jew his av 
rice, or the Pope S. Peters Chair, as the Presbyter to 
leave off his Fanatick whimfies. In finc,he is ſo much 
Knave, that 'cis nonſence to call him Fool, 

Icould make it appear, how all ſcditions almoſt 
and rebellions in Scotland, have been ſet afoot or i6- 
mented by this Government Presbytcrian : how 
neighborly teuds have been encreaſed and entertaiv- 


ed: how moneys colle &ed for the relief and ſupper 
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of Geneva, were by the chief Gamalzels and Presbyters 

interverted , imployed to raiſe and pay fouldiers to 

aid and aſſiſt the ) eh of Bothwel and his complices in 

Rebellion againft the King, I fear I have wearied 

I che ſubject is cverlaſting,and I am wea- 
of it, 

If I ſhould give account of the late praiſes and 
tenets of this late Covenant, it were poſſible to ler you 
ſee that it hath far exceeded all the miſchiefs ever 
their Forctathers did,zalthough they tread in the ſame 


foorſte =. 4 

"To bur bp all, give me leave, in thecloſe, to give 
the Arcicles of their Apoſtarical Creed inconſiſtent 
with Monarchy, which they hold as the twelve Arti- 
des of the Apoſtolical Symbole. I will touch onely 
the prime of thoſe ; for their other Articles, they are 
ſo many, and of ſo vaſt an extent abounding in Nega- 
tives, that as King James faith well, He that would keep 
them, ts 10t able to retatn them in his bratn, tut muſt keep 
them in 4 Table-book, | 


, . - - . n 
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The Articles of the Dogmatical Presbyterian Faith 
zncoafiſtent with Monarchy, 


l f hu preach and maintain,that the | 
Church is the Houſe of God, the c_ 

avil policy and Government arc 0nly the Creed, 

hangings, 

/2, Next they believe, all Miniſtcrs are pars coſor- 

tw honors & poteſtatis predit: , that there muſt be a pa- 

tity in the Church, Joyn theſe two together, and you 


lavea fair way for Democracy. 3. They 
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© 3. They vindicate to them(clves and their Conk. 
Rory, a ſoveraign, compleat, univerſal, inde Pendex 


power in all things ſpirimalthat concern ſalvatigg, 


they have not onely the direive power, bur the Le. 


giflative alſo; and all remporal things in order yg 
ſalvation and rcligion,come within the verge of their 


Scepter, All ſoveraign power , whereſoever youks 


ir, (whether in one, aS tn a Monarchy ; or in tew, a 
inan Ariſtocracy z Cr in many or all by vicifſitudi 
nary turns) have onely the Executive power to dog 
they command ;z and is bound to preſerve by its poy- 
&r, Laws, and Arms, their ſacred and C celcſtialge 
viledges and tang 

4. Whatſoever Laws civilly enacted by Kingat 
Parliament , they conceive to be againſt the Laws 

the Kingdom of Chriſt; by their native proper in- 
trinſecal _— immediately derived from Chriſtzhe 
way repeal and make vuid, diſcharge the ſubje tov- 
bey ther, They may decree not onely differar 
Laws of tt.cir own from the ſtanding Laws of the 
Kingdcms tut courary , conmradictory and defire 
Gttve of them, And have withal ſo much co-aQire 
power, that if obedience be denycd to the Lawsd 
this ſoveraignty,tkey can deſtroy the Souls of the ub 
js, by delivering them gyer to Satay. 

5.. No Miniſter preaching in Pulpit feditiona 
treaſon, or railing at King, Council, theprini 
Judges, isaccountable, or puniſhable by King, Pat 
liament,Council,or any Judicatory whatfoever ; blt 
from allhe may appeal to the Sanhedrim and Conſif) 


as cheſole and proper comperenr Jndpge.. © 


6, What Corroboration or civ!! Confirmation 
Sandtion they demand. of the King , which he is abt 
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todo giyilly, (tor they will give him'no; fortmal_inte- 
reſt ja any-lacred or redligigus thing) he is bound 40 
nt jt; and [to obey them as ,Chyiſts immediate 
Fe Goren : otherwiſe they may |\excqmmunicate 
11, Reformation and preſeryatin of Reljgion, eſpe- 
city e9,praſcribethe, way and ordeas of, Reformreign; 
is ſolely theirs. wy 0 
$. The King is bound to put their orders in executi- 
on z but if ncither He, nor his Council, nor his Parlia- 
ment will do it, the inferiour Judges, the Nobles, rhe 
Commons ; nay, every individual man to his utmoſt- 
power, at their dirreQtion, are bound to do it. 
-*.9. That they may without warrant of ſupreme au- 
thority, aſſemble whers and when they will, for God 
we iſts 6auſe,and for the liberty and peace of Sub- 
etand Kingdom #n ordine ad fpiritualia; and there they 
may covenant together, ſwear and ſubſcribe for the 
gory of God, the adyancement of Religion, and con- 
pircand combinc in a mutual defence one of another, 
in this holy Cauſe and League. | 
10. They tcach and maintain, that all Sovereignty. 
aad Majeſty in a King, is originally, immediately and 
properly derived from the Community, andthar onc- . 
ly by way of a fiduciary truſt, fo that it is habitually 
aadradically ſtill in the people, and the King-hath no 
greater portion or proportion than he hath by the firſt - 
war fundamental Conſtitution : And in caſc of de- 
aencie, the ColleQive Body may ſupply in Charch 
or State the defects of his Government, For male-ad-. 
miniſtration, the King,. is cenſurablez for enormous. 
&rours, he is depoſable ; and they may dil-inherir his 
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oe wak Kir & ſeduced by ialiphontcoutifd;. 
2* 3p2'Thty may 6ppole end reft alt his Officer 
CemmwiMieners by force and violence, if they cometg 
Cxccute his illegal commards: and if he will bes 
cbftinate; thathe will comein Artis #gainſtthefe good 
Cbriſtians;they ref ft Hot his autHority;but his WA rot 
bis office, bur his perſon, "= | 


Beſides, their praQtice upon theſe grounds,” is ty 
bring all caſes, all caufes , under-rheir-cognition and 
judgement, /ab forma/irate ſcandals, by which the King 
is robbed of his ſacred prerogative, the Judges of 
their authority , and all SybjeRs of their- right and 
quiet, The reſt of their extravagant Maximes, mconfi- 
ſtent with Monarchy and 'the peace of Government, 
are reduceable to thoſe heads, 


Thus not intending hereby to reproach any petſon 
particularly whatſoever, 1 have writ This. but to h 
open to the world how dangerous a Government this 
is, not onely for Monarchy, but for all Governments 
whatſoever : and that our-eyes being opened, we may 
chuſe rather to endure any torment temporary, than 
to enter into this treacherous and damnable Coyc- 
nant , deſtructive to Religion, King , Church, Peace 
of all;and rhe liberty of the Subje&. To ſwear torheſe 
thivgs; as eſtabliſhed de juredivino, and to'put on poor 
people ro at treafon and rebclion, making them be- 
leeve they are Confeflours and Martyrs. It this gives 
the Read cr any fatisfactiop, I have what I deſire: W 


— 
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he doubt of the truth of any thing , I hope I am able 
to make all here good by faichfull and authentick 
Records or Teſtimony of ſuch as are worthy of 
cruſt, | | 


God ſave bis Church , our King and Realm, from this 
Scourge x and groue us Peace and Truth, 


AMEN. 
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